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St Abbs & Eyemouth
Voluntary Marine Reserve

St Abbs and Eyemouth
VMR extends along
8km of coast from just
north of St Abb’s Head
to Eyemouth. Follow St Abb’s Head
signs on the A1 for St s St Abbs
Abbs, Coldingham or Coldingha

Eyemouth. )

71}}’,4 s Eyemouth
; b / 7
° “\ Berwick-
2 Qupon-Tweed
. T ;
awareness and promoting - -
responsible recreation.

We depend on grants and donations to enable us to carry out our work.
Our three main funders are the National Trust for Scotland, Scottish Natural
Heritage and The Crown Estate. You can help support the Marine Reserve
by joining the National Trust for Scotland. The National Trust for Scotland
for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty is a charity registered in
Scotland, Charity Number SC 007410.

Tel: 0844 493 2256 Website: Wwww.marine-reserve.co.uk

The management of the Marine Reserve is overseen by a committee made up
of representatives from the fishing community, the diving community, harbour
trusts, conservation organisations and regional and community councils.

Marine Reserve

The Voluntary Marine
Reserve is a charity with
the aims of conserving
marine wildlife, raising

Images: Mike Bolam, Ellie Burt, Liza Cole, Peter Davenport, Jim Greenfield, Arthur
Kingdon, Peter Ladell, Jack Laws, Anita Marshall, Jane Morgan, Kevin Rideout, Glyn
Satterley, S R Warman, Harvey Wood.
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St Abbs & Eyemouth

Voluntary Marine

Reserve
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the National Trust
for Scotland
a place for everyone
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The ebb and flow
of life

Not all of the marine life

is hidden beneath the

waves. An assortment

of fascinating plants and

animals are uncovered

by the ebbing tide each

day just waiting to be

discovered. Crabs, prawns,

winkles, starfish and sea anemones, to name
but a few, can be found throughout the year.
In the summer months they are joined by
creatures that come to the shore to breed.
Chains of mating sea hares hide amongst
the seaweed and lay pink or orange strings
of eggs. A search of large rock pools at very
low tide could even turn up a member of the
seahorse family, the snake pipefish. As with
other seahorses, the males brood the eggs,
carrying them stuck to their bellies.

Mating sea hares

2asel Loch

Little Leeds Bay
UP Rockpools
estends

Eyemouth
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The Voluntary Marine
Reserve is part of the wider
Berwickshire and North
Northumberland Coast ’
European Marine Site. \

Food for thought

The tens of thousands of seabirds that nest
on the cliffs at St Abb’s Head each summer
link the land to the sea. The health of this
internationally important seabird colony
goes hand-in-hand with the health of the
surrounding sea, as this is where the birds
find food for themselves and their chicks. In
recent years the seabirds have had a hard
time of it, struggling to find enough suitable
fish, resulting in a decline in breeding
success. Although it is hard to pin down
the reasons for this,

there is evidence

that climate change

and modern fishing

practices are having

an effect.

Kittiwake with chick

Guillemots

Razorbill

Grey seal pup



